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Dear Prayer Friends,

Thank you  for  your  prayers!   I  trust  you’ve  been  faithfully  raising  our  Istanbul  ministry  up  to  God’s 
Throne--your prayers avail much and are greatly appreciated!

The second “semester” in our Istanbul Bible Institute was a great success.  A special confirmation of our 
being  on  the  right  path  with  God  has  been  continuous  attacks  on  our  ministry  from the  Kingdom of 
Darkness.  As one example of this warfare, I will mention the peculiar circumstances surrounding the arrival  
of Pastor Ismo and Hannele who were to teach two courses at our Bible Institute--the Overview of the Old 
Testament (Pastor Ismo) and the English Language (Hannele).  On the very first day, right after moving into 
the apartment they had rented, they found out that for reasons still unknown, the cleaning lady had decided 
to get rid of all of Pastor Ismo’s theological literature, as well as all of Hannele’s materials prepared for her 
English classes.  “Surprisingly”, nothing else beside these items had been mishandled!  Hoping to recover 
the lost,  Pastor  Ismo and the owner of the renting agency went through every shred of garbage in the 
dumpster where the lady allegedly had dropped the papers, but all they could find was Sheet A4 of the 
package assembled by Hannele.  Who on earth would have been interested in bulky theological books and 
folders of papers in Finnish and English?  Everything disappeared without a trace.  Quite mystical, isn’t it? 
However, the God of all Grace turned this situation around for our benefit:  The owner compensated us for 
the lost items and as a token of apology, offered to choose any other available property to rent for the same  
price.  Pastor Ismo and Hannele found a lovely apartment in an upscale area of Istanbul with a view of the  
Bosporus where they enjoyed nightly gatherings with Body members and guests.  Incidentally, the market 
rent of this property was three times the rent of the original one.

Another example:  Upon entry into Turkey, two of our students from Turkmenistan failed to pass passport 
control on the pretext that they lacked the $1,200 required by law as evidence of funds sufficient for a month 
long stay in Istanbul.  However, out of nowhere God sent us two other students from Central Asia, Bahtior 
from Tajikistan  and Elvis  from Kyrgyzstan.   They successfully  completed  the  entire  curriculum of  the 
second semester and desire to continue their studies in February and April.  Please keep them in prayer!  I 
personally was particularly blessed by the arrival of Elvis.  His English is excellent, so he could step in 
whenever necessary to do translation into Russian for Bahtior.  Another blessing was Pastor Azer from 
Baku:  Besides teaching English, he was an incredible help for our team of translators, helping to interpret 
from English into Russian, from Russian into English and even into Azeri, the language two of our Iranian  
students understood.

Yet another reason for me to be particularly grateful to God this semester was the curriculum offered at our 
Bible Institute.  It was always my special joy to sit in on the Overview of the Old Testament classes, as vast 
amounts of material were squeezed into an incredibly short period of time, and both the instructors, Pastors 
Ismo  and  Eero  from Turku,  Finland,  demonstrated  teaching  of  absolutely  stellar  caliber.   Like  eagles 
hovering  above  over  vast  expanses  of  land,  they  skillfully  embraced  stupendous  amounts  of  Biblical  
material, masterfully singling out the landmarks and imparting to students their incredible knowledge of the 
Scriptures and--even more importantly!--their love for the Word of God.  Especially memorable for me was 
the class taught by Pastor Eero on the Book of Isaiah.  Using simple visual diagrams and drawings on the 



blackboard, within a mere two hours he gave such an impressive analysis of the book and its interconnection 
with  the  other  Old  and  New  Testament  writings,  that--for  the  first  time--  I  found  it  open  to  my 
understanding.  Pastor Ismo’s classes on minor prophets were equally amazing--one got an impression that 
he knew each of them personally.  Please come over to our Bible Institute to 
study the Bible--you’ll never regret it!

Our Number One prayer request for 
you is to continue petitioning God 
to send and sustain more Turks as 
students  in  our  Institute! 
Unfortunately,  for various reasons, 
none of them was able to complete 
the  entire  November  program. 
Indeed, Satan’s attacks against our 
Turks are particularly vicious.

Now I’d like to say a few words about Murat.  He comes from a Kurdish Muslim family living in Istanbul,  
the youngest of five children and the only male.  In his testimony, Murat mentioned that he had always  
loved Jesus more than other prophets.  His mother would tell him that if he were a faithful believer, in 
heaven he could be given a place next to the Last Prophet, that is 
Mohammed,  to  which  Murat  (put  off  by  the  words  “the  Last 
Prophet”) would answer,  “No, I  don’t  want to be next to him--I 
want to be next to Jesus!”  Fearful to go outside of his house lest he 
should  somehow  transgress,  Murat  led  a  very  secluded  life, 
spending his time mostly inside.  Two years ago, when for the first 
time  he  ventured  for  a  walk  down  Istiglal  Street  in  downtown 
Istanbul, he ended up at the Catholic Church of St. Anthony where 
we regularly do evangelism.   There he saw a visitors’ book and 

wrote  down  something 
like this,  “I am a Muslim,  but I  love Jesus and I  think He had 
really died on the cross though in the Koran it is written that He 
didn’t.  Please pray for me.”  The following day he came back to 
the same church and on its steps saw our team--Roger, Liz, Tina 
and Umid with his children.  They caught his attention and as he 
started  drawing nearer  to  this  lively  group of  foreigners,  Umid 
struck up a conversation with him.  Murat came to our church, 
received Christ into his heart and was baptized.  He has a special 
gift  with  words  and 

wrote the Turkish lyrics for all of our newest songs composed by 
Ilgar  Gasanov.   Please  pray  for  Murat,  his  growth  in  faith, 
strengthening of his character  and consistency in his  walk with 
Jesus.  The  pictures  are  of  Murat,  his  baptism,  St.  Anthony’s 
Church and its visitors’ book, as well as of Murat, his mother (in 
the  foreground)  and  his  aunt  (the  lady  wearing  a  head  scarf) 
visiting Tina and Nazaket. 



Another prayer request is for Ilhan and his wife Gözde.  This young couple 
are eager to continue their studies in the Bible Institute but are confronted 
with a host of daily problems and cares.  Ilhan has recently started his own 
business, a small restaurant, where he does the cooking.  Their first child, a 
girl,  was born in November; the delivery was unexpected and premature. 
Praise  God for  Gözde’s family  encouraging the  couple  to  continue  their 
studies in the Bible College.  In one of the pictures you can see  Gözde’s 
father (the man with mustache next to Pastor Matti) and her mother (on the 
sofa with the baby).  Please keep the whole family in prayer!

Also, please pray for Huri, her husband Hasan and their youngest daughter 
Ishik to successfully sell their herd of sheep 
and all come to study in the Bible Institute 
in the next academic year. In November Huri and Ishik were only able to 
come over to Istanbul for three days.

Unfortunately, the Turkish government has denied my request for a student 
visa, so please pray for special Grace and Mercy for my stay in Istanbul.

Happy New Year to all of you!  Always stay close to Jesus! 

Lovingly in Christ, Nina


