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When a son is born,  

Let him sleep on the bed,  

Clothe him with fine clothes,  

And give him jade to play... 

When a daughter is born,  

Let her sleep on the ground,  

Wrap her in common wrappings,  

And give broken tiles to play... 

From the Chinese Book of Songs (1000 – 700 B.C.) 

 

China's 1979 single child policy has resulted generally to the ongoing selective abortion 

of female fetuses. There are 12 men for every 10 women in China and that ratio is even 

steeper in the more rural regions of China. Chinese women, as is true of most Asian girls 

in general, feel an enormous sense of responsibility to provide for their parents in their 

old age. Usually the elderly parents live together with their “child”, before and after 

marriage, which makes the family tie very strong.  

However, the divorce rate is soaring in China. The divorce procedures are extremely 

simplified so that now it costs only 10 yuan or 1,5 U.S. Dollars and takes less than 20 

minutes to get a divorce at a local civil affairs department. Chinese women divorce their 

husbands for infidelity, since it had been  part of the culture or even lawful for men 

having second wives and concubines. 

One woman kills herself every four minutes in China and, according to the World 

Health Organization, it is the only country in the world where more women commit 

suicide than men. Two of the main reasons cited for this finding are the profound 

discrepancy in social status as well as the relatively high rate of domestic violence that 

women in China endure. In addition, eating disorders, particularly bulimia nervosa, are 

increasing in prevalence in China at an alarming rate, due to an extremely high pressure 

from everyone in society to be very skinny. 

Hello from Guangzhou,  

I started this newsletter with some sad information about the reality of women here in 

China. Isn't this  the real face of the world? Everything looks beautiful, shining and 

glimmering in the surface, but so deceiving. Before reading these information, I was 

thinking that few people really need God and look for Him. But that is not the case. God 

really broke my heart and told me that these women, all people receive nothing from the 

world, or even less. They get rejection, despise, condemnation and a mindset of 

superficiality. People here is Guangzhou really need the reality of God's love, His grace 

and acceptance, His appreciation and forgiveness. They need Christ, as we do. He only 



gives us dignity, character and depth. Please pray for us to be effective in this field. We 

want to reach deep to people's hearts and minister truth and grace through the Spirit.  

We have received so much from God and it has been one full year for me living in 

China. We sense everyday as the Spirit reminds us that we do not belong here, but we 

are from above, but we are sent with a mission: SOULS.  

I am staying in Guangzhou for about three more weeks and after I go to Albania until the 

end of September. From the 1
st
 until the 13

th
 of October I will be visiting the Church in 

Hungary. Please pray for God's grace and leading in this time.  

One very important prayer request is for the visa to come back. I will apply at the 

Chinese Embassy in Tirana, Albania for a visitor visa, since there was not enough time 

to make all the papers required for the student visa. Please pray to get this visa from 

November until February 2012, when the next semester begins.  

We have started a Bible class at P. Joseph's apartment. He is teaching from the epistle of 

Ephesians. It is a very encouraging class. Please pray to continue it, and especially for 

the students coming there. (Rachel, Lana, Sally, Sarah and Thomas, also Sanmi and 

Winnie, who are not saved yet).  

One of the teachers at my work place is a Christian. He goes to the other international 

church here in Guangzhou. Once, he told me that it was a mistake to have been married 

for four years to a woman that was not a Christian, so he had divorced her. Now also his 

new girlfriend is not a Christian. (Unfortunately, many  believers here are living similar 

lives, which is sad.) Once, I shared with him how I got saved, and then about going to 

Bible school and coming here. He told me that it is obvious that I enjoy everything. Few 

days ago he told me that he has been very frustrated and stressed out. “Can you pray for 

me, please? I have no one to pray for me.”, he asked me. I could not even answer “Yes” 

to him. I had all kind of thoughts in my mind, like Jesus prays for us all the time, the 

people in church pray for us...but I said nothing. Please dear friends pray for this man. 

His name is Bob.  

Pray also for other teachers, and my students to get saved.  

Pray Zumrad's healing.  

 

We are so thankful for God's plan and all His spiritual blessings. Thank you for 

supporting us with your hearts and love.  

 

Praying for you,  

 

Laura 


