
	  
	  
Dear Friends, 
 
New Year greetings from the Gurungs in Pokhara, Nepal! Our sincere apologies for the long gap 
between newsletters. From now onwards we will be sending two instead of four newsletters 
annually, one in the beginning of the year and one in the summer. However, any time you want 
specific details and updates, please feel free to write to us. 
 
Summer 
 
Thank you for praying for my wife and I for our visit to the USA. It had been a long held desire 
to introduce my wife to the church in Baltimore and God gave me the privilege during the 
GGWO international convention in the summer. Thanks to the Cannons and the Pazdas for 
hosting us and making our stay such a pleasant one despite the fact my wife was struggling with 
the first month of pregnancy with our third child. Thanks to P. Schaller and the body of Christ in 
Baltimore for making us feel so welcomed. While in the USA, we also visited our dear friends 
Ken and Janice, and their four daughters, in New York. Our friendship goes back more than 15 
years but this was the first time I met them since getting married.  
 
Afghanistan 

 
At the end of September I made a ten-day trip to Afghanistan. I visited two cities, Kabul and 
Heart. In Kabul the capital I taught a class on the Song of Songs to the local leaders. In Herat, 
which I visited together with a local disciple, I followed up on contacts, which I made on my 
previous visit, as well to making some new contacts. Sadly less than a month after my visit, the 
expatriate pastor who invited me to teach the class, was killed by extremists. Together with him 
his two teenage children and two local believers were also martyred. His wife survived, as she was 
not in the compound during the attack. The two local believers also leave behind family 
members. I received this shocking news in the Greater Grace church in Mumbai just before the 
service where I was asked to share about Afghanistan. Though overwhelmed the Holy Spirit gave 
unction as I shared from Hebrews 12:2 and John 15:12. 
 
Kathmandu 
 
In December, P. Scibelli lead a team comprised of members from Baltimore and Mumbai to 
Kathmandu for a conference. People came from all over Nepal to fellowship in the Word. About 
fifty of us came from Pokhara. Holy Spirit inspired theme I believe was “Eternal God who is 
Personal” and all the portions shared richly blessed us. P. Rajan and the church in Kathmandu 
did an excellent job to organize and host the conference. 
 
Christmas 
  
We remembered our Savior’s birth by singing carols in a number of neighborhoods during the 
week leading to Christmas. On Christmas day we had a special evangelism program in the church 
where more than 250 people turned up, more than half of them who were visitors. The Holy 
Spirit gave the Word from Luke 2:14. We believe hearts were stirred and we are expecting fruit 
that remains. 
 
Delhi 
 
At the start of the New Year I had the opportunity to visit Delhi. It was a great time of 
encouragement to meet the saints in the Afghan church in Delhi. I was also able to meet some of 
our brothers and sisters from Kabul who had come to Delhi. We mourned together for loved 
ones from the recent tragedy. We also prayed for direction and definition for the future of the 
believers in Afghanistan, who at the moment are scattered. 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 
Nepal 
 
Pray for the leaders of the churches in and around Pokhara. Pray for Hom (James), Arjun, 
Abraham, Bil and Suk Bahadur. Pray for the new Bible class session in our Pokhara church. I will 
be teaching P. Schaller’s Introduction to Theology. Pray also for P. Rajan in Kathmandu, the 
missionary training center and the churches he oversees in Nepal. 
 
Delhi 
 
Pray for P.Obaid and Tarana, and their ministry to the Afghans in Delhi. Pray for the two 
brothers, Adib and Kamal, who are still in prison. Praise God for the release of one of the 
brothers, Hasib, who I was able to meet on my last visit. Pray for the Afghan church in Delhi, 
which I believe is instrumental for the work in Afghanistan. 
 
Afghanistan 
 
As our family knelt down to pray together to welcome the new year, God gave us two verses 
regarding the vision for Afghanistan, Acts 26:19 and Mark 10:28. Pray with us as we seek His 
wisdom regarding the details. If you wish more information on this matter, please write to us. 
 
Family 
 
Pray for Sharmi as she is due with our third child in the second week of February. The doctor 
has advised a caesarean and we have decided to go ahead with the procedure here in a hospital in 
Pokhara. Pray for our daughter, Upasana Joy, and our son, Rueben Johan. They have started 
their new school term. Both of them are excited about the coming new baby. Pray for me, my 
growing responsibilities as a husband and father, for my pastoral responsibilities in the Pokhara 
church, and also for my work responsibilities in my parents’ business. 
 
Thank you for your faithful prayers and encouragement. It is a privilege to serve together with 
you as partners in God’s ministry. Please do write, as we love hearing from you. 
 
 
 
With much love in Him, 
 
 
 
The Gurungs                                                                                                       
G.P.O. Box 269 
Pokhara, NEPAL                                                                                      
 
Tel: +977-9856028847 
Email: thegurungs@mail.com 
(Kindly note the new email address) 
	  

	  
 
 

 “How long wi l l  you neg le c t  to  go and possess  the land which the Lord God of  your fathers  
have g iven you?” Joshua 24:15 


